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historical sense, they are full of bigotry
and class-prejudice, and teem with misstate-
ments and omissions in support of the special
privileges claimed for their authors; and
they tell us nothing about what laws men
should enact or carry out. But they throw
the most valuable light on the growth of
institutions; and they have given us a solid
basis for our investigations into the history
of law.

Such instances might easily be multiplied.
And of all the newly-acquired documents,
those belonging to the literature of India
have proved themselves, in this respect, of
the highest value. It is to them we owe
the new sciences of Comparative Philology
and Comparative Mythology; and they bid
fair to give us some of the most important
results which historical research has yet
gathered for the rising science of Compara-
tive Eeligion.

The reason of this is not far to seek. The
Indian intellect is remarkably keen. In
philosophy and religion it achieved, very
early, results of great importance and value,